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Ladies and Gentlemen:

My name is Masayoshi Nataniya of the Japanese delegation.  This is my second AIPA General Assembly, my first having been the 28thAIIPA in Malaysia in 2007.  I learned a variety of things from the ASEAN lawmakers I met at that 28thAIPA, and I look forward at this year’s General Assembly to being able similarly to share many things with you.

Let me begin by offering my heartfelt thanks to President Marzuki Alie and all those involved in inviting Japan and other observer states, and by extending my congratulations to our hosts on the fact that this AIPA General Assembly is being held in Indonesia, whose national motto is “Unity in Diversity,” just after ASEAN celebrated its 45th anniversary last month.

ASEAN has rapidly developed in terms of both political stability and economic growth through the diligent and vigorous efforts of its various national parliaments.  ASEAN is now striving to achieve the major goal of creating an ASEAN Community by 2015.  Such a Community would be extremely beneficial to peace and prosperity in East Asia as a whole, including Japan, and I honor this aspiration.  The Japan-ASEAN Summit Meeting last November adopted a joint statement setting out the basic direction for future Japan-ASEAN relations, and Japan intends to actively encourage the creation of this Community by steadily fulfilling the terms of this statement.

Today I would like to talk about the perspectives that Japan and AIPA should share on this General Assembly’s topic: “Strengthening Parliamentary Roles towards ASEAN Community 2015.”

[Bolstering ASEAN connectivity]

I will start by discussing the need for greater connectivity in ASEAN.  ASEAN is currently endeavoring to streamline the flow of goods and people within the region by strengthening and consolidating physical connectivity through transport, information, communications and energy networks, systemic connectivity through the liberalization and facilitation of trade, investment and services, and personal connectivity via tourism, education and culture as its core approach to creating an ASEAN Community.

ASEAN faces intra-regional disparities arising from the different levels of growth achieved by individual member states.  The international community should appreciate ASEAN’s own initiative in seeking to boost economic unity within the region by enhancing connectivity, and should extend its cooperation to accelerate this process.

From this perspective, Japan will be implementing 33 flagship projects in the region with a total budget of 2 trillion yen in order to bolster ASEAN connectivity.  Specifically, we will be helping improve hard infrastructure through a “Land Corridor Initiative” to upgrade ground transport networks such as the East-West Corridor and the Southern Corridor that traverse Indochina, and a “Sea Corridor Initiative” to augment energy connectivity by improving port facilities and undersea cables.  We will also be offering cooperation in soft infrastructure to simplify customs procedures throughout ASEAN with the aim of facilitating trade as part of our efforts to enhance connectivity in the region.  Japan announced at the Mekong-Japan Summit Meeting this past April that it would be implementing about 600 billion yen in new cooperation over a three-year period beginning next fiscal year to help ASEAN rectify disparities. A particular focus will be placed on human resources development, and we will work to strengthen the Mekong-Japan framework as well.
As I have been describing Japan’s efforts to back the creation of a Community, some of you may have been wondering why Japan continues to provide cooperation despite the Great East Japan Earthquake.  The reason is that promoting integration in the ASEAN region, where as many as 6,800 Japanese companies operate, will contribute not only to ASEAN’s sustained economic development but also to the establishment of a business environment conducive to the activities of Japanese companies.  Indeed, we believe that this will hasten Japan’s own recovery and reconstruction.  Accordingly, we would like to build win-win relations working side-by-side with ASEAN as a genuine partner. 

[Regional peace and stability]

Finally, I would like to speak about regional peace and stability.

Since arriving in Lombok Island, we have been able to feel the warm hospitality of the host country of Indonesia through your people when we have met and gotten to know at the airport, our hotel, meeting venues and at various locations. For this, we are most grateful. We were very impressed by the extremely cooperative attitudes of the Lombok Island residents in all matters, not just limited to their understanding regarding police escorts from the airport to the hotel.

This feeling of unity and solidarity is very important and as host country you have exemplified the importance of unity. 
In order to pursue the economic development mentioned earlier, unity in the region overall is essential. To that end, it goes without saying that peace and stability are the premise for that. I am convinced that this becomes the major foundation for the building of the ASEAN Community by 2015. 
Our parliamentary delegation need to conduct dialogue from a wide scope perspective.

We strongly wish for a strengthening of your cohesion through dialogue within ASEAN. I would like to conclude by saying that we are happy to cooperate to the fullest extent. 
Thank you for your kind attention.　　
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